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Government of Himachal Pradesh
Department of Panchayati Raj

To
1. All the District Panchayat Officers
in Himachal Pradesh.
2. All the Block Development Officers
in Himachal Pradesh.
Shimla-09 Dated Dated - e9—<7~ 225
Subject:- Regarding the role of Panchayat Secretaries w.r.t FRC.
Sir/Madam,

Kindly refer to the subject cited above. In continuation of this office letter No. PCI-
HA(14)4/2006-10402-90 dated 21-02-2019, it is reiterated that under the H.P. Panchayati Raj
Act, 1994 Gram Sabha corresponds to Gram Panchayat which normally consists of more than one
revenue villages. As per the provisions of FRA, Gram Sabhas are to be held at village / habitation
level i.e. they are separate Muhal Sabha. Hence, Gram Sabha under Forest Right Act. is different
from the Gram Sabhas constituted under H.P. Panchayati Raj Act,1994. Under Rule 3 of Forest
Rights Rule, 2008 the Panchayat Secretary is required to convene the first meeting of the
Gram/Muhal Sabha, for the purpose of constitution of Forest Rights Committee and other
preliminary decisions. One important decision at this stage is the identification of Chairperson
and Secretary of the FRC. At this meeting the presence of the Panchayat Secretary is necessary.
Thereafter. the Forest Rights Committec and the Gram Sabha constituted under FRA can be lcft
to continue their work, and the presence of the Panchayat Secretary at cach and every meeting of
the Gram Sabha is neither necessary nor required under the law. The Secretary of FRC can
maintain minutes of the meetings and pass resolution without the presence of the Panchayat

Secretary.

You are therefore, requested to issue instructions to all the Gram Panchayats. so that
the provisions of Forest Rights Act is followed strictly.
Yours faithfully

Director
Panchayati Raj Department, H.P.
Himachal Pradesh, Shimla-9
—|"3]e6

Endst No.- PCH-HA(1) 4/2006-111-Loose-FRC Shimla-09  Dated — ¢ C’ — a7 —2025

Copy to:-
The Pvt. Secy. Hon’ble Revenue Minister for information.

Director
Panchayati Raj Department, H.P.
Himachal Pradesh, Shimla-9
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